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and very limited outlooks. George Eliot, no doubt,
fully recognises that fact, but she seems to be dispirited
by the contemplation. The result, however, is that
she seems to be a little out of touch with the actual
world, and to speak from a position of philosophical
detachment which somehow exhibits her characters
in a rather distorting light. For that reason Middle-
march seems to fall short of the great masterpieces
which imply a closer contact with the world of reali-
ties and less preoccupation with certain speculative
doctrines. Yet it is clearly a work of extraordinary
power, full of subtle and accurate observation; and
gives, if a melancholy, yet an undeniably truthful
portraiture of the impression made by the society of
the time upon one of the keenest observers, though
upon an observer looking at the world from a certain
distance, and rather too much impressed by the im-
portance of philosophers and theorists.by the observer in search of an idealist.
